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Recent Presentations

1999 – 2011   (November, 2011 Update)
2012




April


California TESOL, Oakland, Ca.




Restore the Joy to Teaching with Zero Prep Strategies for 



Multi-Level Classes (Pre-conference Institute)
2011

March


International TESOL Convention, New Orleans, La.




Get Teachers Jazzed about Self-Videotaping and Peer 





Observation




Effective Vocabulary Instruction for All Levels



Effective Multi-Level Reading/Speaking Activities
April


California TESOL, Long Beach, Ca.




Zero Preparation Activities for Multi-Level Classes
April and June

Far West GREAT Center (Adult Education) El Paso, Tx.




Zero Prep Vocabulary Teaching: Become a Word Wizard!




(Four days of intensive work on vocabulary) 

July


Harvard Bridge Program, Center for Workforce Development, 



Cambridge, Mass.




Empower Your Students with Zero Preparation Activities 




(2-day workshop)

August


North Carolina Community Colleges Basic Skills Conference, 



Raleigh, N.C.




Zero Preparation Activities for Multi-Level Classes
October

Kentucky TESOL




A Tale of Two Teachers: Back From the Brink of Burnout 



(Keynote Plenary)




Empower Your Students with Zero Preparation Activities

October

Michigan Adult Education, Lansing Michigan




Help Students Transition From School to Work with Zero 



Preparation Strategies
November

Northern California / Nevada TESOL




Effective Vocabulary Instruction for All Levels




Zero Preparation Activities for Listening, Speaking, Reading, 



and Writing

2010
January-June

Apollo Middle School, Sunnyside School District, Tucson, Az.




Offered weekly faculty development workshops and classroom 



demonstrations aimed at increasing student engagement
March


International TESOL Convention, Boston, Massachusetts




WOW!  Wizardry with Beginning Readers (publisher session)
March-April

SABES (System for Adult Basic Education)   New Bedford, 



Worcester, Lawrence, Boston, & Holyoke, Massachusetts




Next Steps in Empowering Lifelong Learners 



Maximize Student Gain with Zero Preparation Activities: 




Teaching for Depth with Little Prep


 

Activities and Next Steps for the ESOL Classroom 




WOW!  Effective Teaching at the Low-Beginner Level

April


Far West GREAT Center, El Paso, Texas




Zero Preparation Activities for Lifelong Learners




Effective Stress Reduction for Teachers and Students

October
Seventh El Paso Adult Learning and Literacy Conference, El Paso, Texas


Stress-Reduction Techniques for Teachers and Students


Zero Preparation Activities for Reading and Writing 

Zero Preparation Activities for Listening and Speaking
2009

March
International TESOL Convention, Denver, Colorado
Ready-to-Go Resources: The Ultimate Teacher Resource Session
How Authors Can Help Teachers Find Good Books (discussion session for Materials Writers Interest Section) 

April   
American Language Centers, Morocco
Workshops to increase student engagement in all skill areas, using their current textbook series: American Headway (in Tangier) and Interchange (in Rabat, Casablanca/Mohammedia, Meknes, and Fes)
Best-Practice activities:  Reviewing for Tests (in Casablanca)

April
Sidi Mohamed Abdullah University, Fes, Morocco
Effective Teaching in Multi-Level Classes (for M.A. students)
 

May 
Michigan Adult Education
Empower Students for Success in Higher Education and the Workplace
Vocabulary Strategies for the Classroom and Beyond
Success with Low Beginning Readers

June
Far West GREAT Center, El Paso, Texas
Improve Classroom Management with Zero Preparation Activities (3-day professional development seminar)
October
TexTESOL V Fall Convention, Dallas, Texas
Effective reading/Speaking Activities for Multi-Level Classes
Effective Vocabulary Strategies for Multi-Level Classrooms
Maximize Student Interaction with Re-Tell Activities

2008

January
California League of High Schools, Monterey, California
Wizardry with Exercises for Beginners

February
American Language Centers, Morocco (faculty development in Casablanca, Rabat, Marrakech, Kenitra)
Plenary:
“A Tale of Two Teachers, or Back from the Brink of Burnout!”
Institutes:
Maximizing Student Motivation, Persistence, and Retention
Restore the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities
Effective Holistic Exercises for Beginning Students
February
International Education Center at Diablo Valley College and Berkeley Adult School
Empower Students with Zero Preparation Activities
Effective Student-Centered Vocabulary Activities
February
ALTA Book Center Resource Session for Bay Area ESOL Teachers, Burlingame, California
Focus on Vocabulary
March
California League of Middle Schools, Sacramento, California
Wizardry with Exercises for Beginners
April
YMCA, New York City 
Vocabulary:  Helping Students Become Life-Long Learners

April
International TESOL Convention, New York City 
Effective Reading/Speaking Activities for Multi-Level Classes
Zero Prep: Ready-to-Go Activities for the Classroom 
WOW!  Stories from Real Life
Ready-to-Go Resources: The Ultimate Teacher Resource Session
April
California TESOL, Sacramento, California
Wizardry with Exercises for Beginners

May
SABES (System for Adult Basic Education), Massachusetts Restore the Joy to Teaching with Zero Prep Activities (ESOL)
Wizardry With Beginning Readers (ABE and ESOL)

May
Capital Community College, Hartford, Connecticut
Putting ESOL Students in Charge of Their Own Learning (for High School and Adult Ed teachers)
August
Berkeley Adult School, Berkeley, California
Effective Instruction for Multi-Level Classes 
September
ABC Adult School, Cerritos, California
Transcending the Borders Between the Classroom and the World Beyond
October
Association of International Schools in Africa 

Annual Professional Development Conferences for ninety-five K-12 schools in sub-Saharan Africa:
-- Teachers’ Conference in ​ Mbabane, Swaziland
-- All-Africa Administrators’ Conference ​in Kampala, Uganda
-- Teachers’ Conference in Kampala, Uganda
Institute Topics:
Teacher, I Need More Words! Effective Vocabulary-Building for K12 
Increase Student Motivation and Empowerment
Restore the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities

November
El Paso Adult Learning and Literacy (EPALL) and Western Regional TexTESOL, El Paso, Texas
Plenary:  Back From the Brink of Burnout
The Whole World is My Classroom!
Effective Activities for Teaching Multi-Level Classes
Wizardry With Exercises for Low Beginners
2007

March 


Maximizing Student Motivation, Persistence, and Retention




Wizardry with Exercises for Beginners




International TESOL Convention, Seattle

April
Transcending the Borders Between the Classroom and the World Beyond (Post-Conference Institute)


California TESOL, San Diego
May
Keep ‘em Coming Back for More: Classroom Strategies and Activities to Foster Learner Persistence
Hayward Adult School, Hayward, California
July
Increasing Learner Motivation, Persistence, and Retention


Effective Activities for Beginning Classes


Effective Strategies to Reduce Stress and Avoid Burnout 



Arkansas ESL Summer Institute (four days)

July


Restore the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities
(for secondary school teachers from Ecuador and Mexico, 2 days)

Spring Institute, University of Arkansas
Aug – Nov.

Workshops, grade level demonstrations, coaching 

Corbett Elementary School

Tucson, Arizona

September

Empower Adult Learners with Zero Preparation Activities
New Haven Adult School, New Haven, California

November

Effective Reading/Speaking Activities for Multi-Level Classes




Maximize Student Interaction with Re-Tell Activities




Maximizing Student Motivation, Persistence, and Retention




Wizardry with Exercises for Beginners
Northern California TESOL, Livermore, California

2006




January 

Maximize Student Learning with Zero Preparation Activities

Whiteriver Elementary School
San Carlos Apache Reservation Whiteriver, Arizona
Three days of workshops, class demonstrations, and staff development of teachers and resource team

January-June
Reaching Every Student:  SIOP Training and Zero Preparation Activities  

Continuation of workshops, class demonstrations, and staff development of teachers and resource teams at two locations:
Davidson Elementary School, Tucson, Arizona, and 

Altar Valley School District (K-8) Three Points, Arizona

April 5


Fun and Effective Activities for Teaching Vocabulary 

(Pre-Conference Institute)

Maximize Student Involvement With Re-Tell Activities

Reading/Speaking Activities for Multi-Level Classes

Fun Relaxation Techniques for Teachers and Students

California TESOL, San Francisco

March 15-18
Effective Student-Centered Vocabulary Activities
Putting Students in Charge of Their Own Learning 


Ready-to-Go Resources for Teachers
International TESOL Convention, Tampa, Florida 

May 5
Helping Students Take Charge of Their Own Learning:
Practical Zero Preparation Activities

ALTA Book Center Seminar Series

September 9

Learner Persistence: Keep ‘Em Coming Back For More

Restore the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities CALPRO, Berkeley Adult School

October 14

Putting Students in Charge of Their Own Learning (Plenary)
Maximize Student Learning with Zero Preparation Activities


Los Padres CaTESOL, Santa Barbara

October 
Effective Reading/Speaking Activities for Multi-Level Classes 




Putting Students in Charge of Their Learning

Maximize Student Interaction With Zero Preparation Re-Tell Activities 

Effective Student-Centered Vocabulary Activities 

CaTESOL Los Angeles / Orange County Regional Conference

November 4
Maximize Student Interaction With Zero Preparation Re-Tell Activities   

Effective Learner-Centered Vocabulary Activities   

Northern California TESOL Regional Conference, Livermore

November 9

Zero Preparation Activities for Multi-Level Classes
Prince George’s County Public Schools, Maryland  (K-12 ESL) 

November 17
Curriculum Rollout Day (I conducted a full-day workshop to introduce Michigan’s new adult education curriculum)

Lansing, Michigan

Dec 5-7

Maximize Student Learning with Zero Preparation Activities
Defense Language Institute, Monterey, California
2005
January-December
Reaching Every Student:  SIOP Training and Zero Preparation Activities

Davidson Elementary School, Tucson, Arizona

February

Maximize Student Learning with Zero Preparation Activities
Whiteriver Elementary School

San Carlos Apache Reservation, Whiteriver, Arizona

Three days of workshops, class demonstrations, and staff development of teachers and resource team

March 


Putting Students in Charge of Their Own Learning

Talking Up a Storm with Cathy’s Cards

Find Me a Favorite: The Ultimate Teacher Resource Session
International TESOL Convention, San Antonio, Texas

March


Multiple Intelligences and Language Learning




Putting Students in Charge with Zero Prep Activities
California TESOL Conference, Long Beach, California

May
Plenary:  A Tale of Two Teachers, or Back from the Brink of Burnout; also Adapting Materials for Lower Levels and Adapting Materials for Higher Levels, concurrent sessions on teaching multi-level classes

Statewide adult education conference, East Lansing, Michigan

July 19-21

Restore the Joy to Teaching with Zero Prep Activities
5th Annual Adult Education ESL Summer Institute

Little Rock Arkansas

Sept.-December
Reaching Every Student:  SIOP Training and Zero Preparation Activities

Altar Valley School District (K-8), southern Arizona

Nov. 29 - Dec. 1
Maximize Student Learning with Zero Preparation Classroom Activities
Defense Language Institute, Monterey, California

2004

February 28

A Tale of Two Teachers, or Back from the Brink of Burnout (plenary session)


Teaching Better, Preparing Less, with Zero Prep Activities


TexTESOL II, San Antonio, Texas


March 19-20 
Helping ELL Students Helps Everybody


Stress Reduction Techniques for Teachers and Students 


Now You’re Talking! An Interactive Fluency Workbook


Arizona TESOL, Yuma, Arizona

March 26
Restore the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities

Ft. Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida

March 30-April 3  
Ready-to-Go Activities for Diverse Classes 


Stress Reduction for Students and Teachers


Now You’re Talking! An interactive fluency workbook 


Find Me a Favorite: The Ultimate Teacher Resource Session


International TESOL Convention, Long Beach, California

April 22-24
The ELT Grammar Book


Now You’re Talking!


The Zero Prep Way: Teaching Better, Preparing Less

California TESOL, Santa Clara, California

August-December
Reaching Every Student:  SIOP Training and Zero Preparation Activities


Davidson Elementary School, Tucson, Arizona

December 
Maximize Student Learning with Zero Preparation Classroom Activities, a three-day workshop


Defense Language Institute, Monterey, California

2003

January
Structured English Immersion Strategies for Elementary Schools

Tucson Unified School District, Tucson, Az.

January-May
Effective Strategies for Diverse Classes

Eight half-day workshops for SEI facilitators and 


Bilingual Education Coordinators 


Tucson Unified School District

February,
Reach Every Student: Teaching Language and Content with Zero 

May, and
Preparation Activities   Three full-day workshops for 

August
White River Elementary School, White River Apache Reservation, Az.

April 10-12
Pre-Conference Institute:  Stress Reduction for Teachers and Students

Leap Through to Fluency with Now You’re Talking!

California TESOL

July 2-3
Zero Preparation Activities for Diverse Classes

Adult Educators of Missouri, Kansas City

July 24-25
Zero Preparation Activities for Diverse Classes


Adult Educators of Missouri, St. Louis

Sept. 18-20   
Teaching Multi-Level Classes
presented to lead teachers and directors of 

content-area adult education centers throughout Missouri

Sept.-Dec.
Structured English Immersion 


workshops, observations and 
coaching of teachers


Mission View Elementary School, Tucson, Arizona

October 
Empowering Quiet Students


Learner-Centered Learning


Error Correction that Works


Three days’ training of EFL workplace faculty


U.S. Navy ship repair facility, Yokosuka, Japan

Nov. 15
Effective Teaching in Diverse Classes

Miami, Dade County, Florida

Nov. 21
ELT Grammar Book


Zero Preparation Activities for Multi-Level Classes

Puerto Rico TESOL

2002

March

Teaching English through Drama



Break Through to Fluency with Now You're Talking



Zero Preparation Activities for Beginning-Level Students



California TESOL, San Francisco, Ca.

April

Spotlight Session:  Reducing Stress and Avoiding Burnout



Zero Preparation Activities for Beginning Students



International TESOL Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah

April

Break Through to Fluency with Now You're Talking


Indiana Adult Education, Carmel, Indiana


May

Zero Preparation Activities


Adult Education



Massachusetts

October
Working Effectively with Multi-Level Classes



Adult Education



Lansing, Michigan


October
Back from the Brink of Burnout with Zero Preparation Activities


Orange County CaTESOL

October
Zero Preparation Activities for Multi-Level Classes


Capitol Area TESOL, Sacramento, Ca.

November
Plenary Session:  Back from the Brink of Burnout



Restoring the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities



TexTESOL

November
Keynote session:  Reducing Stress and Avoiding Burnout



Teaching Better, Preparing Less with Zero Preparation Activities



Chicago Adult Education

2001


In the 2001-2002 school year I was asked to train teachers in three Tucson school districts in effective ways to teach diverse classes. These workshops helped Tucson-area schools come into compliance with a recent Arizona law that placed in regular classes students who have limited English proficiency.  Teachers are dealing with classes that are more diverse and therefore more challenging, and the districts hired me to help teachers at all grade levels deal effectively with this changing reality. 

One large district adopted a "train the trainers" model; I worked separately with primary and secondary facilitators, conducting monthly half-day workshops for each group.  They then conducted these workshops for their colleagues at 104 different schools.  For a smaller district, I conducted full-day workshops for all the district's teachers.  For a third district I visited every school, doing between one and ten 2-3 hour workshops at each.
Additional 2001 workshops:

January
Teaching Better, Preparing Less (8-hour workshop)

Mojave Community College, Bullhead City, Arizona 

January 
Restoring the Joy to Teaching Beginners (5-hour workshop)


United Federation of Teachers, New York City

January
Teaching Better, Preparing Less (8-hour workshop)


Mojave Community College, Bullhead City, Arizona

February
Zero Preparation Activities for Multi-Level Classes (all-day workshop)

Sweetwater Adult Resource Center, Chula Vista, California 



February
Plenary session: Teaching Multi-Level Classes 




Restoring the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities 




First conference of Baja California TESOL in Tijuana, Mexico

February
Newsletter Editors’ Workshop (Laurel was invited by TESOL to conduct the annual 1/2-day workshop for all 22 international Interest Section newsletter editors)




Zero Prep for Beginners 




International TESOL Convention, St. Louis, Illinois

March

Using Multiple Intelligences
University of Sonora (2 hour workshop for teachers from various departments) 
March
Plenary session:  Teaching Large Classes: An Opportunity in Disguise, and Restoring the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities 



Sonora TESOL Conference, Hermosillo

April 

Effective Classroom Routines for Beginning Language Learners



Pre-Conference Institute, California TESOL, Ontario, Ca. (3 hours)

April

Restoring the Joy to Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities 




(all-day session) 




Adult Education Professional Development Project, Jasper, Indiana

April

Effective Instruction for Global Classrooms


(Two-hour workshop for principals and administrators)

Amphitheater Public School District

September
Plenary session:  Teaching English Through English



Teaching Grammar?  No Problem!



Restoring the Joy to Teaching 


MexTESOL Academic Saturday 
Obregon, Sonora, Mexico

October
Plenary Session: A Tale of Two Teachers: Back from the Brink of Burnout


and Effective Teaching with Zero Preparation Activities



Colorado TESOL, Denver Colorado

November
Effective Teaching in Diverse Classes for Elementary School Teachers



Effective Teaching in Diverse Classes for Secondary School Teachers



Baltimore, Maryland

2000

January
Teaching Better, Preparing Less: Restoring the Joy to Teaching 




San Diego Continuing Education (6 hour workshop)

February
Teaching Older Adults


(5-hour workshop)

California Council for Adult Education, Napa Adult Schools

March

Using Literature With Children



Tohono O’Odham Nation, Sells, Arizona

March

Great Communication Made Real and Easy




Practicum Options for Experienced Teacher Trainees




Zero Preparation Activities 



International TESOL Convention, Vancouver, Canada

April

Restoring the Joy to Teaching (1/2-day Pre-conference Institute)




Stories With a Twist




Zero Preparation Activities 




California TESOL

April

Using Questions to Activate Students



Tohono O’Odham Nation, Sells, Arizona

April

Zero Preparation Activities



California Language Teachers Association

May

Effective Classroom Routines for Elementary School Teachers 




New York State Board of Education In-service (full day)

May

ESL for Year 2000 (full-day workshop)




United Federation of Teachers, New York City

June

Classic Routines for Activating Language Learners 




American Indian Language Development Institute, University of Arizona

September
Plenary session: Using Multiple Intelligences in EFL



Restoring the Joy to Teaching with Zero Prep Activities 




Regional MexTESOL Ensenada, Mexico

October
Teaching Better, Preparing Less: Restoring the Joy to Teaching 




San Diego Regional CaTESOL

October
Zero Preparation Activities




Stories With a Twist



Los Angeles Regional CaTESOL

November
Zero Preparation Activities

Teaching Multi-Level Classes


Restoring the Joy to Teaching with Zero Prep Activities



Rocky Mountain TESOL, Longmont, Colorado

Fall, 1999

September
Teaching Better, Preparing Less:  Restoring the Joy to Teaching


Capitol Area TESOL, Sacramento, California (full-day workshop)

November
Zero Preparation Activities



CaTESOL and FLANC Conferences in San Francisco

November
Zero Preparation Activities



Northern California TESOL

November
Using Total Physical Response With Children

Nogales Public Schools, Nogales, Arizona

(earlier presentations not listed here)

